
CHAPTER 32

ENCROACHMENTS INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

SECTION 3201
GENERAL

3201.1 Scope. The pro vi sions of this chap ter shall gov ern the
en croach ment of struc tures into the pub lic right-of-way. 

3201.2 Mea sure ment. The pro jec tion of any struc ture or ap -
pend age shall be the dis tance mea sured hor i zon tally from the
lot line to the out er most point of the pro jec tion.

3201.3 Other laws. The pro vi sions of this chap ter shall not be
con strued to per mit the vi o la tion of other laws or or di nances
reg u lat ing the use and oc cu pancy of pub lic prop erty.

3201.4 Drain age. Drain age wa ter col lected from a roof, awn -
ing, can opy or mar quee, and con den sate from me chan i cal
equip ment shall not flow over a pub lic walk ing sur face.

SECTION 3202
ENCROACHMENTS

3202.1 En croach ments be low grade. En croach ments be low
grade shall com ply with Sec tions 3202.1.1 through 3202.1.3.

3202.1.1 Struc tural sup port. A part of a build ing erected
be low grade that is neces sary for struc tural sup port of the
build ing or struc ture shall not pro ject be yond the lot lines,
ex cept that the foot ings of street walls or their sup ports
which are lo cated at least 8 feet (2438 mm) be low grade
shall not pro ject more than 12 inches (305 mm) be yond the
street lot line.

3202.1.2 Vaults and other en closed spaces. The con struc -
tion and uti li za tion of vaults and other en closed space be low
grade shall be sub ject to the terms and con di tions of the au -
thor ity or leg is la tive body hav ing ju ris dic tion.

3202.1.3 Area ways. Area ways shall be pro tected by grates,
guards or other ap proved means.

3202.2 En croach ments above grade and be low 8 feet in
height. En croach ments into the pub lic right-of-way above
grade and be low 8 feet (2438 mm) in height shall be pro hib ited
ex cept as pro vided for in Sec tions 3202.2.1 through 3202.2.3.
Doors and win dows shall not open or pro ject into the pub lic
right-of-way.

3202.2.1 Steps. Steps shall not pro ject more than 12 inches
(305 mm) and shall be guarded by ap proved de vices not less
than 3 feet (914 mm) high, or shall be lo cated be tween col -
umns or pi las ters.

3202.2.2 Ar chi tec tural fea tures. Col umns or pi las ters, in -
clud ing bases and mold ings shall not pro ject more than 12
inches (305 mm). Belt courses, lin tels, sills, ar chi traves,
ped i ments and sim i lar ar chi tec tural fea tures shall not pro -
ject more than 4 inches (102 mm).

3202.2.3 Awn ings. The ver ti cal clear ance from the pub lic
right-of-way to the low est part of any awn ing, in clud ing va -
lances, shall be 7 feet (2134 mm) min i mum.

3202.3 En croach ments 8 feet or more above grade. En -
croach ments 8 feet (2438 mm) or more above grade shall com -
ply with Sec tions 3202.3.1 through 3202.3.4.

3202.3.1 Awn ings, can o pies, mar quees and signs. Awn -
ings, can o pies, mar quees and signs shall be con structed so
as to sup port ap pli ca ble loads as spec i fied in Chap ter 16.
Awn ings, can o pies, mar quees and signs with less than 15
feet (4572 mm) clear ance above the side walk shall not ex -
tend into or oc cupy more than two-thirds the width of the
side walk mea sured from the build ing. Stan chions or col -
umns that sup port awn ings, can o pies, mar quees and signs
shall be lo cated not less than 2 feet (610 mm) in from the
curb line.

3202.3.2 Win dows, bal co nies, ar chi tec tural fea tures and 
me chan i cal equip ment. Where the ver ti cal clear ance
above grade to pro ject ing win dows, bal co nies, ar chi tec tural
fea tures or me chan i cal equip ment is more than 8 feet (2438
mm), 1 inch (25 mm) of en croach ment is per mit ted for each
ad di tional 1 inch (25 mm) of clear ance above 8 feet (2438
mm), but the max i mum en croach ment shall be 4 feet (1219
mm).

3202.3.3 En croach ments 15 feet or more above grade.
En croach ments 15 feet (4572 mm) or more above grade
shall not be lim ited.

3202.3.4 Pe des trian walk ways. The in stal la tion of a pe -
des trian walk way over a pub lic right-of-way shall be sub ject 
to the ap proval of lo cal au thor ity hav ing ju ris dic tion. The
ver ti cal clear ance from the pub lic right-of-way to the low est 
part of a pe des trian walk way shall be 15 feet (4572 mm)
min i mum.

3202.4 Tem po rary en croach ments. Where al lowed by the lo -
cal au thor ity hav ing ju ris dic tion, ves ti bules and storm en clo -
sures shall not be erected for a pe riod of time ex ceed ing 7
months in any one year and shall not en croach more than 3 feet
(914 mm) nor more than one-fourth of the width of the side -
walk be yond the street lot line. Tem po rary en trance awn ings
shall be erected with a min i mum clear ance of 7 feet (2134 mm)
to the low est por tion of the hood or awn ing where sup ported on
re mov able steel or other ap proved non com bustible sup port.
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